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A Pen Portrait – Bishop Colin Buchanan
We shall be seeing quite a bit of Bishop Colin this month as he steps in to
“do” much of Lent, Holy Week and Easter with us. He explained all of that last
month, but it was felt that it would be good to know a little more about “Colin
Buchanan, the person”. Here, he answers some of Mary Peet’s questions:

Geography etc. My father was a New
Zealander, settled and married in England.
I was brought up in Croydon, ages 6-11
during the War. I did National Service
(defending the Welsh border!), went to
Oxford in 1955 and to Bristol to train for
ordination in 1959. I was ordained in 1961,
did a curacy in Cheadle in Cheshire, (and
married my wife, Di, while there) and started
teaching Christian Worship at London
College of Divinity in 1964. The College
became St John’s, Nottingham, in 1970,
and I became principal in 1979. In 1985 I
became Bishop of Aston but resigned in
1989 when I lost money bringing Desmond
Tutu to Birmingham.
I was vicar of St Mark’s, Gillingham, in Kent from 1991 to 1996, and then
became Bishop of Woolwich in Southwark diocese. I reached 70 in 2004,
and then retired to Yorkshire, where both my daughters had taken up
professional careers – and bishop David James, a former student of mine,
was asking me to serve as an assistant bishop.
And from 2010 I started offering to lead the worship of a vacant parish
through Lent until Easter – hence my arrival here.
History? So I have been just over 60 years in orders. My previous life was
being a (not very enthusiastic) soldier and six years as a student. It was
during National Service that, partly through a good friend, I became more
and more sure I was being called by God to ordination.
And within my ministerial life, I have been an author (and I am still writing),
a bookseller (as some reading this will know!), a publisher, a foundermember of General Synod in 1970, and 29 years on the Synod (which I
wrote a book about), and a member of two Lambeth Conferences (1988
and 1998), and have travelled widely abroad for Anglican purposes
(incidentally thus being able to meet up with my New Zealand relatives).
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Leisure? For ten years I was a track athlete (a sprinter), and that swallowed
up most spare time then. I still follow athletics with enormous pleasure. I
also played (union) rugby, and follow that today. Not exactly leisure, but I
have a justice issue I pursue – electoral reform (in which, marvellously, the
Church of England gives a lead by using the Single Transferable Vote (STV)
for its own synodical elections).
Desert island isolation? Music would be lowbrow, mostly Christian
hymnody, I suppose.
A book? I might take Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ,
largely because it is a gift to me which has eight volumes and still sits
unread on my shelves, mocking my failure even to begin it. It would last
me well, but Shakespeare and the Bible would take some time too.
A luxury? Perhaps playing cards – I can amuse myself with them.

Company (to be locked in a church with)? Eric Liddell (famous through
Chariots of Fire) and perhaps my paternal grandfather who ran away to sea
from Scotland and settled in pioneer days in New Zealand, and died in the
19th century (and I hope would not be boring).
Curiosity (to ask in heaven)? I think I have a question or two about the
incarnation of Christ to which answers would be very rewarding.
A new vicar? Well, I have spent much of my adult life making
appointments, and, without pretending to know enough about the parish
to help make a good fit, I offer the following generalities:
•

A strongly committed Christian pastor who communicates easily and
does not think herself/himself to have all the answers

•

(Vital) Someone with a lively sense of humour, not taking self or others
too seriously (where there is little sense of humour there is little sense
of proportion, and then you have a vicar who may be trouble).

•

(Desirable) Someone with outside interests beyond this part of
Airedale (might be a cause – even an overseas cause – or a football
club, or a role in the diocese or the local community, or whatever).

Favourite passage? Very difficult (I love the scriptures).
Perhaps the end of Matthew’s Gospel (28.20) “Lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”
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Services for Lent, Holy Week and Easter
While our normal pattern of worship continues, this page gives a little
more detail of what you can expect as we approach the major Christian
festival of Easter. Services led by Bishop Colin are highlighted. He may
attend some of these services that are led by others.
3rd April
5th Sunday of Lent
Wednesday 6th April
10th April
Palm Sunday
Monday 11th April
Tuesday 12th April
Wednesday 13th April
14th April
Maundy Thursday

9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
1.45 pm
9.30 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
7.00 pm

15th April
Good Friday

7.00 pm
2.00 to
3.00 pm

9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
9.30 am
24th April
11.00 am
Second Sunday of Easter
11.00 am
17th April
Easter Day

Bradley
Cononley
Kildwick
Cononley
Bradley
Kildwick
Cononley
Kildwick
Cononley
Bradley
Kildwick

Bradley
Cononley
Kildwick
Bradley
Cononley
Kildwick
Bradley
Cononley
Kildwick

Holy Communion
Methodist-led service
Holy Communion
Lent Course
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Compline
Compline
Compline
Holy Communion followed
by 30 minutes vigil
Meditation
Meditation
Meditation
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Readings for April

These are the readings set in the lectionary. They may be varied for individual services.
The readings to be used (selected by Bishop Colin) are highlighted

3rd
April

5th Sunday
of Lent

10th
April

Palm
Sunday

17th
April

Easter Day

24th
April

2nd Sunday
of Easter

Isaiah 43.16-21, Psalm 126
Philippians 3.4b-14, John 12.1-8

Isaiah 50.4-9a, Psalm 31.9-16*
Philippians 2.5-11,
Luke 22.14 – 23.56 or Luke 23.1-49
Acts 10.34-43, Psalm 118.1-2,14-24*
1 Corinthians 15.19-26
John 20.1-18 or Luke 24.1-12
Acts 5.27-32
Psalm 118.14-29 or Psalm 150
Revelation 1.4-8, John 20.19-31
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An Italian Easter Tradition
As might be expected in a country with such a rich religious and cultural
history, Italy excels in its traditions around Easter. Different regions have
developed a myriad of traditions, including Passion plays, processions and
dances with elaborate costumes, cheese rolling, and elaborate puppet
shows. But arguably the most spectacular and
bizarre event, dating from 1622, must be that
which takes place in Florence every year on Easter
Sunday.
Known as the Scoppio del Carro, or Explosion of
the Cart, the ceremony starts with a priest using
three flints to light the Easter candle, which then
burns coal in a container in an elaborate Cart
with a three-floor structure. The Cart, rigged with
an arsenal of fireworks, is then towed by a team
of white oxen wearing garlands and paraded
through the city, accompanied by hundreds
of drummers, musicians, flag throwers, figures
dressed in historical costume, as well as city
officials and clerical representatives. It arrives in the Piazza Duomo outside
the magnificent cathedral and waits amidst the frenetic crowds while the
‘Gloria’ is sung inside. The Archbishop then lights a dove-shaped rocket
called the ‘Columbina’, or little dove, which then flies out down a wire
to the outside of the Cathedral, colliding with the Cart and setting off a
spectacular firework display. This is the Scoppio del Carro! There is mad
cheering from the crowd of course, and everyone has fingers crossed that
the complex procedure will go smoothly and that all the fireworks go off,
as this will ensure good luck for the
year’s harvest and for the city and its
citizens. To be doubly sure of good
fortune it is important also that the
Columbina, symbolizing the Holy
Spirit, returns along the wire to its
start position in the central nave. I
would think there might also be some
fingers crossed for the event to pass
accident-free!
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This amazing and almost unbelievable tradition has its roots in both
history and legend. A young boy from Florence called Pazzino apparently
left the town to join the First Crusade in the Holy Land in 1099, becoming
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The Story of Everybody, Somebody,
Anybody and Nobody
I was tidying (much needed!) my workshop and found something that
reminded me of the story I’m sure you know:
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have
done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about it, because it was
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody
realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have.
What I found were a couple of plastic clips. They
don’t fit the story terribly well but the fact remains
that, as yet, Nobody has fitted them. Sadly, the
Somebody who should have done it is sitting here,
typing...
The oil storage tank at Cononley was broken
into and the cap was lost. I offered to find a
replacement - which duly arrived, complete with the clips to screw into the
top. Sadly, while I fitted them, one clip slid off the inner tank into the gap
between it and the outer safety skin. No chance of retrieval whatever.
I wrote to the company and ‘fessed up what I did and, with no
prevarication, they sent me (free) a replacement set. And here they have
sat, through all the lonely hours of lockdown and sunshiny summer days
of 2021.
Everybody is sure that Somebody will do it. Anybody could do it, but
Somebody has got the clips. Nobody will do it. So Somebody needs to
get on with it, because it is still Somebody’s job. Shame, this time, on
Somebody but Somebody is glad that (so far) Nobody got angry with it.
Chris

the first person to scale the wall of Jerusalem to raise the Christian flag.
As a prize for his courage, he was awarded by Goffredo di Buglione three
flints from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which are now preserved in
the Church of the Saint Apostles in Florence. These are the flints that are
brought out every Easter, which the priest rubs together until they spark
and light the Easter candle to start the 400-year-old tradition.
Maureen Woolf
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Cononley WI
The WI Members met on the 3rd March and I feel that I can
say everyone enjoyed themselves learning the techniques
of Progging. Jane Breare was our Guest Speaker and she
showed us some of the rugs that she had made, then went
on to show us how to produce a wreath from Progging. The
WI Members soon got the hang of it and went on to produce some lovely
wreaths - it was a fantastic evening.

You can join us in the Village Institute the first Thursday in the month at
7.30pm where you will receive a warm welcome - so do come along.
Pauline Link - President
Cononley WI
Intrigued, I looked up “progging” on my friend, Google.
Progging
1. (intransitive vb) to prowl about searching for food or plunder
2. (noun) food obtained by begging
I don’t think that exactly describes the activities of the good folk of Cononley
WI! The photos, however, do bring back strong recently-post-war memories
of using up all sorts of material to make rag rugs. Sounds like a good time
was had by all.
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Service Times
First Sunday
Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday

Kildwick
11.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Cononley
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

Bradley
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am

Most services are Communion or “Eucharist”. Those in blue are Morning Worship, normally led by a lay
member of the congregation. The Cononley service, led by a Methodist minister, is marked in green.

Notices in church services
We all try to keep in touch with events in a number of ways. One
of those is through the notices published at some stage during the
Sunday Services in the different churches. During our vacancy, these are
normally delivered by one of the churchwardens or a deputy.
If you have a notice that you feel is appropriate, please tell the
churchwarden in good time before the service starts. (They have plenty
to be doing as they prepare for the service, so don’t leave it to the last
five minutes!)

Gardening matters

I understand that things are beginning to move along the south wall of
church... As you will know, a professional gardener achieved a massive
clearance of the “jungle” that was beginning to establish alongside
the school path. There’s a bit more to do, but the time is approaching
when we need to take our own control of this plot. It’s an interesting
proposition: the south facing wall means that it’s in full sun and can get
pretty dry. However, we’ve now got the go-ahead from the Archdeacon
to set up a rain water tank that should provide a supply on-site with
a minimum of carrying in buckets. I think the idea is that a small
cooperative of folk who might each take on a small section could be
formed.
Gardening supremo Geraldine Sands is the one to approach.
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Prayers
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Jigsaw Bulletin
We’ve received the latest
Jigsaw newsletter – some of
the headlines are here; to read
the full letter, visit the links at
the bottom of the page.

Lee family update

We praise God that we are
settling into life in Cumbria
and thank you for all your
prayers and love. Rebekah is
now in her final year at uni.
James is loving university
life and has little spare time. Grace has started revising for her upcoming
IGCSEs Prayers please for Kate as she has a job interview and for a new
home when we leave our rented house at the end of March. Tim is very
busy and hopes to travel to Manila in July or September.

Kids At Home: learning about God’s creation

Jigsaw hands out Kids At Home packs to more than
2000 children and young people each week. The recent
theme was God’s creation and how God trusts us to
look after his creation.

Ladies’ sewing ministry

The Jigsaw At Home sewing ministry is a lifeline for over
800 of the neediest ladies and their households. A sewing
pack includes everything needed to sew a particular project,
enabling the women to make things for their family or to sell.

NEW van on the way, hallelujah!

Thank you ALL so much for your prayers and
the gift of a new Jigsaw van. The last Jigsaw
van lasted us for more than 15 years. Jeannette,
Jigsaw’s new director, said,
“Wow, what has God for us to
do in the next 10–15 years?”
Thank you.

To read more, visit https://tinyurl.com/jigs2203 or scan:
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Cononley Station
In late 2019, Marten Lougee wrote a
piece for the Cononley Newsletter,
asking for volunteers to help sort
out the garden areas of the station.
This was to be done under the
Northern Rail “Adopt a Station”
scheme. It wasn’t going to be an
easy task, because the area next to
the car park, and the small bed on The Leeds-side car park bed before work started
the Skipton side had been neglected for years.
He had one volunteer – Hayley Wood. Between them, they cleared a lot
of undergrowth, planting daffodils along the side of the beck, and – once
they had added a lot of compost – roses and pansies on the Skipton side.
The daffodils were in full bloom when the pandemic struck, and we
entered the first lockdown. Of course, this placed severe restrictions
on what could and could not be done, but it was at least possible to do
enough to prevent things slipping back.
By the end of the first lockdown, the entire Wood family had been coopted – Kevin, Joseph and Emily as well as Hayley – and Marten had also
persuaded Pam to help. With donations of plants from villagers, the area
has been transformed.
More recently, with funding from Cononley Parish Council, Friends of the
Airedale Line and Northern Rail and a grant from Craven District Locality
fund secured by Councillor Andy Brown, it has been possible to develop
the entrance to the Skipton side. Previously, it was just a space where
empty crisp packets and abandoned beer cans gathered. Now there are
tubs of plants, mosaics from Hayley, and in the background, a remarkable
picture of an otter on the platform. The otter photograph was taken by
Neil Turner, and made into a poster with additional artwork from Emma
Slater.
Thanks to the hard work of the volunteers, and the generous donations of
plants from the village, what was once a rather bleak, utilitarian station has
been transformed.
Kevin Wood
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Cononley Art Group Exhibition May 2022
After a tumultuous
two years of
Covid precautions,
Cononley Art Group is
determined to organise
some “normality”
and is going ahead
with arrangements
for our late spring Art
Exhibition.
If the stars are in our
favour, we hope to
hold it on Saturday
28th, Sunday 29th and
Monday 30th May in
Cononley Village Institute from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
As usual it is free entry with refreshments available including soup,
sandwiches and delicious home baking to fortify our viewing patrons.
A large selection of paintings, prints and cards will be on show to browse
or buy.
Our very popular group currently has full membership, but is always happy
to take new names – and village residents always have priority. Come and
see us at our show and be inspired!
Pauline Heron
I asked my daughter to pass me a phone book.
She laughed at me, called me a “boomer” and lent me her iPhone.
Well... the spider is dead
– but the iPhone is broken and my daughter is furious

Flapjack Friday
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We hear that Flapjack Friday has outgrown its carpet! Little flapjackers
(MiniFlappers?) need a good carpet to play on and ours is proving too small
for the numbers arriving. How delightful that we’ve needed a new one.

Finding our new priest
Applications for the re-advertised post have now closed. (Worryingly, the
Pathways web page says, “This job has now expired” but I don’t think that
we need to take that too literally!)
All applications will now be with the Archdeacon’s staff. We have no idea
how many (if, indeed, any) have been received but, assuming that there
are some, a short list will be drawn up and interviews are planned for
before Easter.
We can be sure, then, that there will be something to report in May.
What that news will be, we have no idea, but there will be some news...
Chris Wright

Opening the Doors
A recent visitor commented that the welcome notices
in church are “the best he’s seen in any church”. That
may reflect a limited number of churches visited but
it reminds me that, far better than any notice, the
best welcome a visitor can experience is a friendly
face.
Particularly as the weather begins to improve,
do consider wrapping up warm and coming to
“church sit” for a while. Good safeguarding practice
encourages you to bring a friend and carry a phone
but you’re not in a hazardous place! The church
is currently open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays (as well, of course, as on Sundays and
Friday mornings).
We have received a really helpful report of the
DAC visit in February, along with a list of approved
architects. That means we can press ahead with our
search for an architect who will, initially, conduct our
Quinquennial inspection but will also begin to help
us to plan our way forward. The Buildings Group is already beginning to
draw up a short list to call for interview.

13

The Skipton Music Festival
The Skipton Music Festival is 100 years old this year. We had hoped for a
very special bumper year of entries for this very special anniversary, but of
course, the dreaded Covid played its unwelcome part. Hardest hit were
classes such as school choirs and orchestras where it has been so much
harder to arrange group activities.
What, most emphatically, did not suffer was the quality of music-making
that we heard throughout the week-long Festival in Christ Church, Skipton.
It would appear that many of our young performers have made great use
of those locked-down hours, hard at work with their practising. I have
twice recently had the privilege to hear Thaïs’ great work, Méditation. The
first time, it was a world-renowned violinist and organist. At the Festival
it was played by a 13-year-old and our own official accompanist. I’m no
skilled critic, but I think the 13-year-old was better.
The week had its climax at the final Gala Concert. This was a bit special
as our guest for the evening was Jess Gillam. She’s a saxophonist and a
winner in the Young Musician of the Year (the first time a sax has won the
woodwind section). She’s played at the Last Night of the Proms – and lots
of other exciting things. Not surprisingly the Town Hall sold out! They
told me that, since refurbishing, that’s only the third time that’s happened.
It was a thrill that our own church MiniRingers shared the bill with Jess.
They opened the concert and Jess closed it! What these children do as a
performance piece is, perhaps, unique to us. It’s not found anywhere else
in the Festival movement and it intrigues and mystifies the more regular
musicians!
When we enter these classes, we can be pretty certain that we’ll come
away with the trophies. After all, there’s not exactly a lot of competition;
it’s just a matter of which group wins. What came as a total surprise was
that, at the concert, the MiniRingers were awarded a separate prize, the
Soroptimist Trophy, which is awarded annually to the best small group in
the Festival. That was, indeed, a great joy and an honour.
Chris Wright
An amusing moment...
When presenting the MiniRingers trophies, our excellent adjudicator was
at pains to explain how difficult it all is. When asked how the adult ringers
get on when they try to help, the answer was both truthful and immediate:
14

“They’re rubbish!”

Writing articles for The Pinnacle
People say that our magazine is interesting but that doesn’t just happen
by magic (even if it happens at all!)
It keeps its interest partly through an editorial policy that says, wherever
possible, all articles are written or submitted to the Pinnacle by someone
who actually reads the Pinnacle. If you browse these pages, you’ll find a
wide mix of stuff. Reports of meetings nestle beside profiles of people,
service times, prayers and activities. They are generally written by quite a
small number of folk.
There’s no reason why you shouldn’t join that group! If you do something
(anything!) that interests you, then you can be sure that someone else will
be interested too. So how do you go about it?
How long? About 400 words seem to fill a page, though that doesn’t
allow for any pictures or other “pretties”. A decision to take up even part
of a double-page spread is sometimes necessary – and your words may
well be trimmed. Many pieces are around half of that.
Pictures? Yes please! We like pictures but please: Make sure they are
big enough to use. Many a photo arrives with the point of interest as a
small section in the middle. That will get trimmed but if it is only tiny, the
quality will be poor. In the same way, don’t drag them into a Word doc. I
only have to extract it from there and the quality is often dismal. Send it
as a separate .jpg, please (or a decent paper print).
Who? Why? What? When? The four gods of reporting. Tell us the
information! Get these early into your article and don’t forget to explain
yourself. To be unfair to Pauline, I’ll pick on her: “The WI Members met on
the 3rd March and I feel that I can say everyone enjoyed themselves learning
the techniques of Progging. Jane Breare...” Brilliant, so far... Who? The
WI and Jane B. Why? Everyone enjoyed themselves. When? 3rd March.
But... (and there always is, isn’t there?) What? ... on earth is “progging”?
Here’s an opportunity missed for a nice little piece on a new activity!
Don’t worry! There is no need to worry about what it looks like! All your
formatting is lost as it is imported into the magazine anyway so don’t
bother about it. Just the words is fine. (And we look for the typos!)
Submit it! By email is often the easiest, either simply in the body of the
email or as an attached document. You don’t need to. We’re happy to
accept handwritten articles or articles chipped in stone. We just want to
hear your story.
Chris Wright
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The Birds
in Your Garden

The Birds in Your Garden

Whilst reading Mike Tom’s book “Garden Birds” which my daughter
gave me for Christmas, I came across a springtime activity of which I was
vaguely aware, but knew little – Courtship Feeding. As a human activity it
most likely means taking someone you fancy to a good restaurant, but in
the bird world it’s a little more complicated (or maybe not!)
Many male birds provide food for their mates as part of pair bonding,
hence the name courtship feeding. In reality though, it is something of
a misnomer occurring most frequently when true courtship is over, and
continuing during egg formation, laying and incubation. It is a valuable
source of nutrients for the female. In Blue Tits, for example, males can
provide up to 40% of a female’s total food intake in the period leading
up to laying. Early hatching has a positive effect on the success rate of
16

breeding in some species and the provision of extra nutrients may well be
a primary driver of this behaviour It could also be that the male bird brings
food to the female to demonstrate how well he could provide for any
chicks she may produce.
The female solicits food from the male by uttering a sharp, monosyllabic
call, by partly lowering her wings and then quivering excitedly. Her
demeanour being very much that of a fledgling Robin soliciting food from
its parents.
In a few species, notably some finches and gulls, the male regurgitates
food for the female, as he would when feeding young. Any discussion
about birds and courtship has to include the Woodpigeon somewhere,
let’s face it, they never stop, and they too indulge in courtship feeding in
this way, though it’s not something you often see.
In your garden you are most likely to see courtship feeding between
Robins. When a female finishes building a nest, her mate starts bringing
her food. He does this several times a day, and increasingly often, as
incubation progresses. This has many advantages in that the female is
kept in better physical condition during the energetically demanding egg
formation period, and then during incubation has less need to leave the
nest to feed, reducing the chances of being predated both for herself and
for her eggs. Nearer the end of incubation, she may receive almost all her
food from her mate.
Most of us have Robins in and around our gardens, and they are more
common than you might think in most woodland edges and hedges, so
there’s good chance that you might see the initial stages of courtship
feeding. If you are lucky enough to know the whereabouts of a nest that
you can watch without disturbing its occupants, patience may well be
rewarded by first-hand observation of the male bringing food for his mate.
If you are interested in garden birds and would like to join in and count the
feathered occupants of your garden, please contact me or visit the British
Trust for Ornithology’s Garden BirdWatch website (www.bto.org/gbw). If you
know of an organisation no more than 30 miles from York which would like
a talk on garden birds, please contact me via gbwmike@gmail.com.
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Deadlines

The next edition will be for May 2022.
Get your news and articles in by

Sunday, 24th April 2022

Photos

Our two main photos are re-treads from last year. Camera owners:
We are desperate for good photos of our area – and particularly from
Cononley and Bradley area! Photos of the Pinnacle are welcome
but you can see that anything local is very acceptable...

